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Harmonized and                                
national excise duties

In the Member States of the European Un-

ion, including Finland, excise taxation of alco-

hol and alcoholic beverages, manufactured to-

bacco and mineral oils (liquid fuels) is harmo-

nized by directives. National excise duties are 

levied in Finland on soft drinks, electricity and 

certain fuels. In addition to this, lubricating oils 

and preparations are subject to oil waste duty, 

which has the nature of an excise duty, and   

tax on waste is collected on waste delivered to 

landfill sites.  Oils are also subject to oil damage 

duty. Each type of the above-mentioned taxes is 

governed by a specific law. The provisions on 

the taxation procedure are given jointly for all 

types in the Excise Taxation Act. 

Excise duties are collected on products 

produced in Finland as well as on products im-

ported into Finland. In both cases, taxation is 

carried out by the customs authorities. Excise 

taxation of products imported from countries 

outside the EU is normally carried out in con-

nection with customs clearance and in accord-

ance with the provisions applicable to the cus-

toms clearance procedure.

Harmonized excise duties

Excise duty on alcohol and                             

alcoholic beverages

Excise duty on alcohol and alcoholic beverag-

es is levied on beer, wine, other fermented al-

coholic beverages, intermediate products (i.e. 

aperitifs) and ethyl alcohol. Taxable products 

are alcoholic beverages and ethyl alcohol con-

taining alcohol more than 1.2% by volume, in-

tended for human consumption, as well as beer 

containing alcohol more than 0.5% by volume. 

The products are classified by alcohol content 

into categories with different tax rates. Exempt 

from excise duty are e.g. strongly denatured 

ethyl alcohol as well as lightly denatured prod-

ucts which are used for the production of goods 

not intended for human consumption.

An additional excise duty is levied on re-

tail containers of alcoholic beverages. The addi-

tional duty is lower if the container can be recy-

cled as raw material and no additional duty is 

collected if the container can be refilled. These 

reliefs are granted only if the container is cov-

ered by the recycling system approved by the 

Ministry of the Environment. 

Excise duty on tobacco products 

Excise duty on tobacco products is levied on 

cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos, smoking tobac-

co and fine-cut tobacco for the rolling of ciga-

rettes. This excise duty is also levied on other 

products containing tobacco and on products 

comparable with tobacco  products but manu-

factured of substances other than the tobacco 

plant. A national excise duty is levied on ciga-

rette paper.

Excise taxation in Finland
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Excise duty on liquid fuels

Excise duty on liquid fuels is levied on motor 

petrol and diesel fuel as well as on light and 

heavy fuel oil. In addition, any products used 

as motor fuels are subject to this excise duty. All 

fuels delivered for use as fuels in spark-ignition 

engines are taxed as motor petrol (e.g. carbu-

rettor spirit, biofuels and special fuels). Corre-

spondingly, also fuels other than normal diesel 

fuel are taxed as diesel fuel when delivered for 

use in diesel engines. The duty is also levied on 

mineral oils and hydrocarbons used for heating 

purposes (e.g. paraffin oil), with the exception 

of certain products specified in law (e.g. coal, 

lignite and peat).

Methane and liquefied petroleum gas are 

not subject to excise duty but the use of an ac-

companying document is obligatory when 

these products are moved between EU Mem-

ber States (see section: ”Movements of prod-

ucts under excise-duty suspension arrange-

ments”). Aviation spirit and jet fuel as well as 

motor kerosene used as fuel in boats are also 

exempt from excise duty. Liquid fuels used for 

electricity production are likewise mostly ex-

empted. Part of the excise duty paid for light 

and heavy fuel oil used in professional green-

house cultivation may, on application, be re-

funded on certain conditions.

In connection with excise taxation, stra-

tegic stockpile fee is collected on liquid fuels. 

Both the stockpile fee and the excise duty are 

assessed on the basis of the volume of the prod-

uct with a temperature of + 15°C (so-called nor-

mal litre).

On conditions provided by law, repayment 

of the amount of excise duty or stockpile fee 

paid may be applied for in respect of fuel used 

by vessels in merchant shipping or other com-

parable commercial or administrative opera-

tions and in respect of fuel used by vessels in 

professional fishing. The maximum excise duty 

that can be repaid for fuel used by vessels with 

diesel engine is the equivalent of excise duty 

on light fuel oil. Vessels specified in the Decree 

on Excise Duty on Liquid Fuels are entitled to 

obtain fuel free of excise duty directly from tax 

warehouses of authorized warehousekeepers.

National excise duties

Excise duty on soft drinks

A national excise duty is levied on soft drinks. 

Certain products specified in law are exempt-

ed, e.g. soft drinks used in the manufacture of 

sweets are on certain conditions exempt from 

excise duty. Retail containers of soft drinks are 

subject to an additional duty in the same way 

as containers of alcoholic beverages.

Excise duty on electricity and                        

certain fuels

A national excise duty is levied also on elec-

tricity and certain fuels used for heat produc-

tion, such as coal, milled peat, natural gas and 

tall oil. Milled peat is taxable only if the vol-

ume of annual use exceeds 25,000 MWh. Stra-

tegic stockpile fee is levied on natural gas, elec-

tricity and coal. Natural gas coming from out-

side the EU is taxed in connection with cus-
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toms clearance and in accordance with the pro-

visions on the customs clearance procedure. In 

the case of combined production of electricity 

and heat, only the fuels used for generating 

heat are taxed.

Liable to pay excise duty on electricity are 

mainly producers of electricity and posses-

sors of (electricity) networks, who have to reg-

ister with the Customs District in the area of 

which they have their domicile. The excise duty 

on electricity is graded into a lower (II) and a 

higher (I) category. The lower duty is charged 

on electricity which is used in industrial manu-

facturing or professional greenhouse cultiva-

tion and measured separately. Possessors of 

networks pay excise duty for the electricity 

they deliver for consumption during a tax pe-

riod. Producers of electricity are taxed on the 

basis of the electricity produced during a tax 

period, from which the electricity used by their 

own machinery and that delivered to networks 

is deducted. Those liable to pay excise duty on 

electricity are subject to the provisions on reg-

istered traders contained in the Excise Taxation 

Act, except as regards the authorization and 

guarantee procedure.

Subsidies for electricity production are, on 

certain conditions, granted for electricity gen-

erated by energy sources or fuels specified in 

the Act on Excise Duty on Electricity and Cer-

tain Fuels, e.g. for electricity generated by wind 

power, wood or forest chips. The amounts of 

subsidies vary according to type of power 

plant. In addition, energy-intensive companies 

may be refunded 85% of the excise duties paid 

by them for certain energy products specified 

in the above-mentioned Act or the excise duties 

included in the acquisition prices of those prod-

ucts. No refund is paid for light or heavy fuel 

oil although they are taken into account in the 

calculation. However, only that part of the cal-

culated refund which exceeds 50,000 euro is re-

paid.

Oil waste duty

Oil waste duty, comparable to excise duty, is 

levied on lubricating oils and preparations to 

cover the expenses of the treatment of oil waste. 

It is collected in accordance with the same pro-

cedures as excise duties.

Oil damage duty

Oil damage duty to the Oil Pollution Compen-

sation Fund is levied on oil imported into Fin-

land or transported through Finland. The oils 

subject to oil damage duty are stated in the Act 

on the Oil Pollution Compensation Fund. The 

duty is collected in accordance with the pro-

cedures applied to customs clearance on both 

oil imported into Finland from outside the EU 

and oil transported through Finland into, or 

away from, the customs territory of the EU. 

When oil is imported from another EU Mem-

ber State, oil damage duty is collected in accord-

ance with the provisions on registered trader in 

the Excise Taxation Act.

Tax on waste

Tax on waste is paid on waste delivered to 

landfill sites. Liable to pay tax are landfill site 

operators, who have to register with the Cus-

toms District in the area of which the site is 
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situated. The tax is assessed on the basis of the 

weight or volume of waste. Cases of exemption 

from the tax are laid down in Section 5 of the 

Waste Tax Act. 

The above Act is not applied e.g. to areas 

outside landfill sites where only soil or materi-

als of bedrock origin are placed or where waste 

is recovered.

The tax period is three months (January - 

March etc.). A tax declaration has to be lodged 

with the Customs District not later than the 

12th day of the month following the tax period 

and the tax must be paid on the 27th at the lat-

est. Tax on waste removed from the landfill site 

during the tax period may be deducted. In oth-

er respects the taxation procedure is carried out 

in accordance with the Excise Taxation Act.

Taxable products and taxpayers

The procedure to be observed in excise taxation 

is laid down in the Excise Taxation Act. The Act 

is applied primarily to products subject to har-

monized excise duties but also, as appropriate, 

to those subject to national excise duties. How-

ever, customs legislation and procedures are 

applied when non-registered traders who are 

cash clients of Customs import excisable prod-

ucts from outside the EU.

Excise duties are levied on products pro-

duced in Finland or received from another EU 

Member State as well as on products import-

ed into Finland from outside the EU. The last-

mentioned products are temporarily exempt 

from excise duty when they are under customs 

control.

Taxpayers

Authorized warehousekeeper

An authorized warehousekeeper may pro-

duce, process, hold, receive and dispatch ex-

cisable products under excise-duty suspension 

arrangements. These operations take place at 

a tax warehouse, and excise duty is paid later 

when the products are released for consump-

tion from the warehouse. An authorized ware-

housekeeper also pays excise duty on taxable 

losses established at the warehouse.

The status of authorized warehousekeep-

er is granted by the National Board of Cus-

toms. A producer of products subject to excise 

duty must always have the status of authorized 

warehousekeeper. Reliable wholesalers carry-

ing on regular business in excisable products 

may also be accepted as authorized warehouse-

keepers. In case an authorized warehousekeep-

er goes bankrupt, liable to pay excise duties is 

the person who after the declaration of bank-

ruptcy releases products for consumption from 

the tax warehouse. In practice, the liable person 

is usually the bankrupt´s estate.

Registered and non-registered trader

A registered trader is entitled only to receive 

excisable products under excise-duty suspen-

sion arrangements. This means that a regis-

tered trader may not hold or send forward 

products under those arrangements but pays 

excise duties for the products received by the 

tax period, i.e. at a time  for the products re-

ceived during one calendar month. 
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An authorization by the National Board of 

Customs is required also for operating as a reg-

istered trader. A condition for the authorization 

is that the trader carries on regular business.

Companies importing excisable products 

only occasionally have to act as non-registered 

traders. These have to pay excise duties per 

consignment of products. If their activities ex-

pand, they can apply for the status of registered 

trader or authorized warehousekeeper. 

Tax representative

An authorized warehousekeeper operating in 

another EU Member State may appoint in Fin-

land a tax representative who pays the excise 

duty on behalf of the consignee for products 

sent under suspension arrangements by the 

warehousekeeper. However, if the consignee 

is an authorized warehousekeeper, a tax repre-

sentative may not be used.

In distance selling, the use of a tax repre-

sentative is obligatory. Distance selling means 

that products already taxed in a Member State 

are sold to private individuals in another Mem-

ber State and the seller, or someone else on his 

behalf, dispatches or transports the products 

(e.g. mail-order selling). In such case, the tax 

representative pays the excise duty on behalf 

of the seller.

Also a tax representative needs an authori-

zation granted by the National Board of Cus-

toms. The authorization may be given only to a 

natural person residing in Finland or to a legal 

person operating in Finland.

Other cases of responsibility for excise duty

Beside the taxpayers mentioned above, excise 

duties have to be paid by those who import ex-

cisable products from outside the EU and those 

who have acquired products exempt from ex-

cise duty that are not used for duty-exempt 

purposes. Liable to pay excise duty are also 

those receiving products already taxed in an-

other EU Member State and intended for other 

than private use in Finland, those holding un-

taxed products for commercial purposes in Fin-

land and those having received untaxed prod-

ucts against payment from another Member 

State. In certain cases, the person providing the 

guarantee or the person responsible for the cus-

toms debt may be liable for the excise duty. In 

cases other than those mentioned above, the lia-

ble person is anyone who receives or holds ex-

cisable products for commercial or other pur-

poses and, at the moment of receiving or ac-

quiring the products, knew or should reason-

ably have known that the products had not 

been duly taxed in Finland. 

If an authorized warehousekeeper manu-

factures products in Finland on behalf and by 

order of another authorized warehousekeeper 

operating in Finland, the latter may be assigned 

liable for the excise duty. Traders can apply for 

this arrangement e.g. at the same time as they 

apply to the National Board of Customs for the 

status of authorized warehousekeeper.

In addition to those primarily liable for 

payment of excise duty, there are other respon-

sible persons, e.g. partners in a business ven-

ture, a distance seller in respect of the excise 
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duty payable by his tax representative and an 

authorized warehousekeeper in respect of the 

excise duty on products moved under suspen-

sion arrangements to his tax warehouse from 

outside the EU. 

Authorization and                              
guarantee procedure

As already stated, an authorized warehouse-

keeper, a registered trader and a tax representa-

tive need for their activities an authorization 

granted by the National Board of Customs. 

A separate authorization, usually applied for 

at the same time as the status of authorized 

warehousekeeper, is required for operating a 

tax warehouse. The application with annexed 

documents is lodged with a Customs District, 

from where it, accompanied by the District´s 

statement of opinion, is sent to the Board of 

Customs. Application forms are available e.g. 

at Customs Districts. 

The authorization decision lays down the 

guarantee required and the conditions to be 

met to receive the authorization. The decision 

is subject to a charge prescribed by decree. The 

authorization can later be cancelled if there is 

reason to. In case the holder is declared bank-

rupt, the authorization is considered to expire.

A non-registered trader does not need an 

authorization but he has to provide a sepa-

rate guarantee for the harmonized excise du-

ties for every single import consignment be-

fore the products are sent to Finland. The same 

applies to those who in Finland receive prod-

ucts already taxed in another EU Member State. 

This guarantee is fixed by the Customs District 

in the area of which the taxpayer has his domi-

cile. 

Chargeable event and taxable 
amounts of products

Chargeable event means the point of time 

when excise duty becomes chargeable. Excise 

taxation is implemented in accordance with 

the provisions in force on that date. Charge-

able event for products under excise-duty sus-

pension arrangements is the date on which the 

products are released for consumption or on 

which taxable loss is established. In the case 

of an authorized warehousekeeper, excise duty 

normally becomes chargeable when the prod-

ucts are released for consumption from a tax 

warehouse, i.e. when the products are physical-

ly removed from the warehouse premises. The 

authorization decision may contain a more de-

tailed definition as to when the release of goods 

is to be considered to take place.

Chargeable event for a registered and 

non-registered trader and a tax representative 

is the date when the products are received in 

Finland by the taxpayer. For imports from out-

side the EU, this means the date when the prod-

ucts are released from customs control. Like-

wise, chargeable event for products already re-

leased for consumption in another EU Member 

State and moved to Finland is the stage when 

the products reach the taxpayer in Finland.

If excisable products have been acquired 

exempt from excise duty but not used for a 

duty-exempt purpose, excise duty becomes 

chargeable when the products are used for a 

purpose subject to excise duty. In case prod-
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ucts moved between EU Member States do not 

reach the consignee, chargeability arises, on 

certain conditions, already at the moment of 

dispatch. As regards products imported from 

outside the EU, chargeability may arise in con-

nection with customs clearance. 

If excisable products have been received or 

imported into the country for commercial or 

other gainful purposes failing to observe the 

provisions on taxation and control, the charge-

able event is the moment when the products 

were received or imported into the country or 

the irregularity was otherwise detected.

In the case of an authorized warehouse-

keeper, excise duty is assessed on the prod-

ucts released for consumption from a tax ware-

house during a tax period (a calendar month, 

unless the National Board of Customs has pre-

scribed a different tax period in the authoriza-

tion decision). The loss and own consumption 

established at the warehouse are also taxed on 

a monthly basis. However, losses of products 

under suspension arrangements are not taxed if 

the losses are caused by the nature of the prod-

ucts, unforeseen events or force majeure. Re-

sponsibility for losses occurring during trans-

port lies with the person having provided the 

guarantee covering the movement operation, 

in practice meaning the authorized warehouse-

keeper who dispatched the goods.

For a registered trader and a tax representa-

tive, excise duty is assessed on the products re-

ceived during one calendar month. For the rest 

of taxpayers, excise duty is assessed separately 

on each consignment received.

Movement of products under            
excise-duty suspension                      
arrangements

Accompanying document

An authorized warehousekeeper who dis-

patches products under excise-duty suspen-

sion arrangements has to send the products 

under cover of an accompanying administra-

tive document in which the products are speci-

fied. The use of an accompanying document is 

obligatory for movements between EU Mem-

ber States as well as for exportation from the 

excise territory of the EU (e.g. to the Åland Is-

lands) of products subject to harmonized ex-

cise duties and not released for consumption. 

In movements taking place in Finland, the ac-

companying document may be replaced e.g. 

by an invoice or a transport document. When 

excisable products imported from outside the 

EU are moved to a tax warehouse, it is only re-

quired that the movement takes place under 

customs control.

The accompanying document is drawn up 

in four copies, of which one is kept by the con-

signor, one is given to the consignee, one is re-

turned to the consignor and one is given to the 

authorities of the country of destination if re-

quired by them. In Finland, the last-mentioned 

copy is kept by the consignee instead of the au-

thorities. The accompanying document must 

always be transported together with the prod-

ucts moved under suspension arrangements.

The consignee of the products under sus-

pension arrangements returns a copy of the ac-
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companying document duly completed to the 

consignor by the 15th day of the month follow-

ing that during which the goods were received. 

(This applies also to the consignee of products 

already taxed in another EU Member State and 

received in Finland for commercial purposes.) 

In exportation from the territory of the EU, the 

customs office of departure from the EU is re-

sponsible for returning the copy. If the author-

ized warehousekeeper who has dispatched the 

goods does not receive the return copy duly 

completed, he has to notify the Customs Office 

implementing the taxation within three months 

from the date of dispatch.

Simplified accompanying document

A simplified accompanying document drawn 

up in three copies is used when products al-

ready taxed are moved from one Member State 

to another to be delivered for commercial pur-

poses. This is necessary because the products 

are taxed again in the Member State where 

they are consumed. A simplified accompanying 

document has to be used also in moving such 

products in Finland when the movement takes 

place via another Member State (Sweden). It 

has to be used also in moving certain products 

that are not subject to excise duty in Finland 

(e.g. denatured ethyl alcohol and certain miner-

al oils). Also the simplified document must ac-

company the products during transportation.

Certificates of guarantee

If the consignee in another EU Member State 

is not an authorized warehousekeeper or a 

registered trader, a certificate of guarantee or 

of payment of excise duty given by the author-

ities of the country of destination must be an-

nexed to the accompanying document. In this 

way the tax revenue is ensured also in situa-

tions in which the consignee would not other-

wise be obliged to provide guarantee. The con-

signee delivers this certificate to the dispatch-

ing authorized warehousekeeper before the 

products are dispatched to enable the latter to 

annex it to the accompanying document.

Likewise, a distance seller who sells ex-

cisable products from Finland to an EU Mem-

ber State has, before dispatching the goods, to 

prove to the Customs District in the area of 

which he has his domicile that the guarantee 

imposed by the Member State of destination 

has been provided. Such distance seller is lia-

ble for the excise duty collected in the country 

of destination unless different provisions are in 

force in that country. 

Products exempt from excise duty

Temporary exemption from excise duty

Products moved under excise-duty suspen-

sion arrangements are naturally exempt from 

excise duty. Temporarily exempt are also prod-

ucts imported to a tax warehouse from outside 

the EU because excise duty becomes chargeable 

only later in connection with removal from the 

warehouse. Products placed under customs 

warehousing or export procedure are likewise 

temporarily exempted.

Loss

Excise duty is not levied on losses caused un-
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der duty-suspension arrangements (e.g. dur-

ing a duty-suspended movement or in a tax 

warehouse) by the inherent nature of the prod-

ucts during production, processing, storage or 

transport or by unforeseen events or force ma-

jeure, like fire or damage. Loss caused by the 

inherent nature of a product is e.g. evaporation 

of a liquid product. Loss of products delivered 

for victualling purposes is exempt from excise 

duty on the same conditions.

Victualling and sales to diplomats

Products intended for sale or consumption on 

board vessels and aircraft in professional inter-

national traffic as well as fuels and lubricating 

substances that such vessels and aircraft bring 

with them to the customs territory of Finland 

or that are delivered to them in the customs ter-

ritory of Finland are exempt from excise duty 

on certain conditions. Products delivered in the 

context of diplomatic and consular relations 

and to international organisations and their 

members are also exempt from excise duty.

Importation by private individuals

Products acquired excise-paid in another Mem-

ber State and brought in by a private person ar-

riving into Finland from another Member State 

are exempt from excise duty provided that the 

products are intended for the person´s own 

use. If he brings in the products for commercial 

or other gainful purposes, he is liable to pay the 

duty laid down by the Act on the excise duty in 

question and has to observe the provisions on 

the taxation and control of products delivered 

for commercial purposes. The exemption from 

excise duty of motor fuels brought in by a pri-

vate person for his own use is restricted by law 

as regards quantities and ways of importation. 

The right of private individuals arriving 

from the new Member States, except Malta and 

Cyprus, to bring in free of excise duty tobacco 

products which have been acquired excise-paid 

is also restricted. If the traveller has purchased 

the tobacco products in an old Member State 

or in Malta or Cyprus, the country of purchase 

has to be proved by e.g. a receipt when arriving 

from a new Member State.

Products brought in by a private person 

travelling to Finland from outside the EU are 

exempt from excise duty under certain require-

ments and restrictions laid down by law. Ex-

cise duty is collected on products exceeding  

the quantitative limits and an increase of ex-

cise duty may also be imposed (see "Customs 

Instructions for Passenger", valid from 1 Janu-

ary 2004).

Other laws and agreements

Exempt from excise duty are also products 

which are exempt from value added tax on the 

basis of agreements with non-EU countries or 

international organisations. Furthermore, the 

individual Excise Acts contain provisions on 

exemptions from the excise duty concerned. 

Deductions

Only authorized warehousekeepers are entitled 

to deductions from excise duty. For every tax 

period, i.e. one calendar month, the excise duty 

on products returned to the tax warehouse dur-

ing that period may be deducted. Authorized 
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warehousekeepers may also deduct the excise 

duty paid for products destroyed under the 

control of the authorities or in another accept-

able manner if the products are destroyed for 

the reasons mentioned in section ”Loss”. How-

ever, deduction cannot be made for loss inher-

ent in the nature of the products.

Tax declaration and                           
implementation of taxation

Authorized warehousekeepers, registered trad-

ers and tax representatives have to file a tax 

declaration for every tax period, i.e. one calen-

dar month, not later than the 18th day of the 

month following the tax period. Other taxpay-

ers have to file their declarations within two 

weekdays (Monday-Friday) after the receipt 

of the products. If it appears at a check or oth-

erwise that the products have been imported 

or received without observing the provisions 

on taxation and control contained in the Ex-

cise Taxation Act, the two-day declaration pe-

riod is not applied but excise duty is imposed 

immediately.

The tax declaration is lodged with the Cus-

toms District carrying out the taxation. The tax-

ation of authorized warehousekeepers is imple-

mented by the Customs District in the area of 

which the tax warehouse is situated. If there are 

several tax warehouses, separate declarations 

have to be filed for each. However, it is possible 

to apply to the National Board of Customs for 

permission to file a joint tax declaration.

Other taxpayers are taxed by the Customs 

District where they have their domicile. If nec-

essary, the Board of Customs may assign anoth-

er Customs District to carry out the taxation but 

this is only done for special reasons.

When the Customs District has received the 

tax declaration, it assesses the amount of excise 

duty and gives a tax decision. Registered tax-

payers (i.e. authorized warehousekeepers, reg-

istered traders and tax representatives) have to 

pay the excise duty for each month not later 

than the 27th day of the following month. Non-

registered traders have to pay within ten week-

days after the receipt of the products. If excis-

able products have been imported or received 

for commercial or other gainful purposes fail-

ing to observe the provisions on taxation and 

control, the obligation to pay the excise duty 

arises immediately at the moment when the 

products are received or imported contrary to 

the provisions or when the irregularity is oth-

erwise detected.

When an authorized warehousekeeper´s 

authorization to operate a tax warehouse is 

withdrawn, the products in the warehouse 

must be declared for taxation and the excise 

duties must be paid in accordance with the pro-

visions applied to unregistered traders.

If no tax declaration is filed, taxation is car-

ried out by appraisal. Excise duty is assessed by 

appraisal also in the case that the tax declara-

tion, even if rectified, cannot be used as the ba-

sis of taxation. 

Advance ruling

Anyone who wishes to find out in advance the 

amount of excise duty payable may apply to 

the National Board of Customs for an advance 

ruling. The advance ruling is binding for the ex-

12



cise taxation of the applicant during one year 

from the beginning of the calendar month fol-

lowing the date of issue. An advance ruling 

may be cancelled only if the relevant provi-

sions or their interpretation are amended (e.g. 

by virtue of a decision by the Supreme Admin-

istrative Court) or if there is another special rea-

son, and even in that case the advance ruling 

has to be observed for two months if demand-

ed by the applicant. The advance ruling is sub-

ject to a charge prescribed by decree. 

It is possible to appeal to the Helsinki Ad-

ministrative Court against an advance ruling. 

However, a decision by the National Board of 

Customs not to give an advance ruling may not 

be appealed against.

Repayment of excise duty

Excise duties paid are refunded on application

l    to the consignor when products taxed in 

Finland are moved to another Member 

State for delivery for other than private 

use

l    to a registered or non-registered trader 

and a tax representative when these return 

products received to an authorized ware-

housekeeper in another Member State

l    to the seller in distance selling from Fin-

land to another Member State when excise 

duty on the products has been paid in the 

Member State of destination

l    to the authorized warehousekeeper who 

has dispatched the products in respect of 

products for which he has been taxed on 

the basis of Section 11 of the Excise Taxa-

tion Act (the return copy of the accompa-

nying document is missing) and for which 

excise duty has been paid in another Mem-

ber State

l    to the exporter for products placed under 

export or customs warehousing procedure 

and delivered to countries outside the EU 

(except for products exported by travel-

lers)

l    to those delivering products for the pur-

pose referred to in Section 16(6) of the Ex-

cise Taxation Act (e.g. victualling) for prod-

ucts delivered.

In the first three cases, repayment is applied 

for at the Customs District in the area of which 

the person concerned has his domicile, in the 

fourth case at the District having carried out the 

taxation and in the other cases at the District in 

the area of which the place of exportation or de-

livery is located.

If a condition for repayment of excise duty 

is that the duty has been paid in another Mem-

ber State, the applicant has to prove this. In the 

first case, the application has to be filed before 

the products are dispatched, in the fourth case 

within three years from the date of dispatch of 

the products and in the other cases within three 

months from the end of the calendar year dur-

ing which the grounds for repayment arose.

Bookkeeping, submission of              
information and inspections

An authorized warehousekeeper´s bookkeep-

ing must show the quantities of the products 

produced, processed, stored and received in a 
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tax warehouse and of products dispatched and 

released for consumption from the warehouse, 

as well as other facts required for assessment 

of excise duty and control of excise taxation. 

Other taxpayers have to keep books that show 

the quantities of the products received, held, 

moved and sold as well as other necessary de-

tails. The quantities and use of the products ac-

quired exempt from excise duty and the quan-

tities stored of these products must also appear 

from the bookkeeping. The bookkeeping ma-

terial, which comprises receipts, accompany-

ing documents and guarantee documents in-

cluding annexes, must be kept for four years. If 

the material is both in normal readable written 

form and in machine-readable form on a data 

medium, it must be preserved in both forms for 

the above-mentioned period.

The authorities may inspect the bookkeep-

ing, correspondence and stocks of taxpayers, 

including those having acquired products ex-

empt from excise duty. Taxpayers have to give 

the details of purchases and sales if required. 

Inspections may be made at all premises where 

excisable products are held or processed for 

commercial purposes. The authorities may also 

stop and check means of transport.

The bookkeeping material must be pre-

sented to the authorities for inspection in the 

form requested by them. The inspection is car-

ried out either with traditional manual or com-

puter-aided methods. The company must pre-

serve the files and data about individual trans-

actions stored in their computerized systems 

for financial management and production and 

stock records etc. in a generally readable form 

not bound to any specific software or equip-

ment.

Anyone who has acquired products for 

purposes exempt from excise duty must be 

able at the inspection to prove the delivery or 

use of the products for such purposes. Other-

wise excise duty is collected. Those who have 

delivered or acquired products for victualling 

purposes must give the customs authorities the 

details of purchases, use, quantities stored and 

deliveries of the products as well as other facts 

necessary for the control of taxation, as pre-

scribed by the National Board of Customs.
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Contact persons for excise taxation in the Customs Districts

Southern Customs District

Vilhonvuorenkatu 12 B, PO Box 62, 00501 Helsinki

           Paula Törmä, tel. 020 492 1267, fax 020 492 1347

           Riitta Björn, tel. 020 492 1170, fax 020 492 1347
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Western Customs District

Satamakatu 22, PO Box 386, 20101 Turku

           Anneli Jalava, tel. 020 492 4028, fax 020 492 4013

           Tapio Leinonen, tel. 020 492 4217, fax 020 492 4013, GSM 040 332 4217

           Tarja Sandell, tel. 020 492 4014, fax 020 492 4013

Tampere Customs, Uimalankatu 1, PO Box 133, 33101 Tampere

           Irma Kettunen, tel. 020 492 4331, fax 020 492 4342

Vaasa Customs, Laivanvarustajankatu 1, PO Box 261, 65101 Vaasa

           Markku Vesikko, tel. 020 492 4608, fax 020 492 4644

           Maarit Laasanen, tel. 020 492 4619, fax 020 492 4644

Åland Customs District

Torggatan 16, Ämbetshuset, PO Box 40, 22101 Mariehamn

           Camilla Boxberg, tel. 020 492 6011, fax 020 492 6077

           Chlaus Sjöberg, tel. 020 492 6006, fax 020 492 6077

Eastern Customs District

Terminaalinkatu 5, PO Box 66, 53501 Lappeenranta

           Vesa Ihalainen, tel. 020 492 5014, fax 020 492 5077

           Paula Hjelm, tel. 020 492 5015, fax 020 492 5077

           Ulla-Maija Toiviainen, tel. 020 492 5016, fax 020 492 5077

Northern Customs District

Hallituskatu 1, PO Box 47, 95401 Tornio

           Matti Tjäderhane, tel. 020 492 8024, fax 020 492 8081

           Marja-Leena Lähteelä, tel. 020 492 8004, fax 020 492 8081

Oulu Customs, Poikkimaantie 16, PO Box 56, 90401 Oulu

           Tuula Mätäsaho, tel. 020 492 8112, fax 020 492 8180

e-mail: forename.surname@tulli.fi

This guide is available free of charge at the Information Service of the National Board of Customs, 

the customs offices and the stationery store of the National Board of Customs. It can also be orde-

red by letter or by telephone. Information from Customs: www.tulli.fi
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